
Silvia Acevedo is a journalist turned novelist. In her 20 years in news, she’s interviewed presidential 
candidates, covered national and international stories for CNN and other TV, radio and newspaper 
outlets, and hosted a morning talk show. Silvia writes the God Awful series of books and in the past 
three years, has been a guest speaker at more than 30 events, including talks at universities, high 
schools, writing conferences, bookstores, and libraries. Website: www.silviaacevedo.com 
 
Erin M. Brown, MA, MFA (aka Erin Brown Conroy/EB Conroy) is an author of 10 books and has 
been a professional writer for over 20 years. She was a college writing instructor at two different 
universities, developed and oversaw three different online writing programs; taught communications 
and leadership for 20 years; and oversees the General Education Curriculum Development in 
Communications for Western Governors University. Erin’s Fiction Writing Series of online courses is 
featured at the largest Catholic online curriculum provider online; her Simplified Writing books for 
teens are used in public and private schools across the US; and her hands-on, phonemic-based 
online reading program for kids ages 2-15 at TrueNorthReading.com teaches kids all across the 
world to read and spell. Erin raised 13 children by birth, marriage, and adoption and has been 
featured online and in print, as well as speaking at conferences and on the radio, since the 1980s. 
She has a degree in education, a master’s in rehabilitation, and a Master of Fine Arts in Genre 
Fiction. Erin lives in Kalamazoo, enjoying her last young-adult son at home, taking her dogs on 
walks, and enjoying coffee at local shops as she writes. Website: erinbrownconroy.blog 
 
Shutta Crum, the author of thirteen picture books and three novels, is an award-winning writer of 
books for children and poetry for adults. She is, also, a storyteller and a retired youth librarian who 
was awarded the Michigan Library Association Award of Merit as youth librarian of the year (2002). 
As an educator she taught writing at the high school and college levels and under the auspices of 
the Michigan Council for the Arts. Her presentations around the country include author talks 
for children, and lectures and workshops for writers, teachers, and librarians. She was invited to read 
at the 2005 White House Easter Egg Roll. And in 2010 Shutta was chosen to tour and present to 
children at American military schools throughout Japan. Website: www.shuttacrum.com 
 
Andy Donohoe is a recovering professor of psychology and child development, early childhood 
consultant, and member of the most amazing critique group ever. She enjoys teaching and learning, 
writing and critiquing, and celebrating the unique contribution books can make in the lives of children 
everywhere.Website: www.allegore.com 
 
Kirbi Fagan is a Metro Detroit based illustrator who specializes in creating art for book covers and 
comics. Her illustrations are known for their magical themes, nostalgic mood and feminine heroines. 
Kirbi is passionate about participating in the illustration community both online and at large. 
Currently, she is Co-Regional Illustrator Coordinator with SCBWI Michigan and teaches illustration at 
College for Creative Studies in Downtown Detroit. When not painting, Kirbi enjoys writing stories, 
spending time with her family and rollerblading with her dogs, Sophie and Maisey. Clients 
include: Marvel Comics, Disney, Simon & Schuster, Penguin Books, Orbit Books, Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt & Dark Horse Comics. Recent recognition includes Jack Gaughan Award: Best Emerging 
Artist 2017, Muddy Color Rising Star 2017, International Illustrator of the Future. 
Website: www.kirbifagan.com 

Debbie Gonzales is a career educator, curriculum consultant, former school administrator and 
adjunct professor, and once served as a SCBWI RA for the Austin Chapter. Deb currently devotes 
her time to writing middle grade novels, crafting teacher guides and various other freelance projects. 
She's the author of six “transitional” readers for New Zealand publisher, Giltedge, and the 
forthcoming non-fiction picture book Girls with Guts: The Road to Breaking Barriers and Bashing 
Records (Charlesbridge, 2019). A transplanted Texan, Debbie now calls beautiful Ann Arbor, 
Michigan home where she lives with her husband John and spunky pup, Missy. Deb earned her 
MFA in writing for children and young adults from the Vermont College of Fine Arts. 
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Website: www.debbiegonzales.com 
 
Katherine Gibson is the assistant managing editor for Eerdmans Books for Young Readers.She 
graduated from the University of Denver Publishing Institute in 2013 and has spent the last five 
years editing and publishing award-winning children’s books, including Sibert Medal and Caldecott 
Honor book The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus and Plume, which was a 2017 New York 
Times Best Illustrated Children’s Book. Katherine has given lectures about the publishing process to 
numerous school groups and in April 2018 will serve on a panel at the Festival of Faith and Writing 
in Grand Rapids, MI. Website: www.eerdmans.com 
Jeff Jantz is an author, illustrator, sculptor and teacher.  He uses sculptures, sets and props 

combined with, light, and “artistic magic” to forge colorful and energetic illustrations. Jeff has also 

created props, sets, and storyboards on award winning independent films.  He has presented 

workshops/classes to a range of audiences including National AfterSchool Association conferences. 

Jeff runs a high-school after-school program and engineering and design summer camps in Detroit 

MI. His first book, Gruel Snarl Draws a Wild Zugthing was released in 2017. To see examples of his 

work, check out Jeff’s Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/JantzerStudios/ and 

website: www.jeffjantz.com 

 

Angie Karcher is the SCBWI Indiana assistant regional advisor, founder of Rhyme Revolution, The 

Best in Rhyme Award and the Rhyme Revolution Conference. (October 2018, New Harmony, 

Indiana). She is the author of WHERE THE RIVER GRINS, 2012 M.T. Publishing, THE 

LEGENDARY R.A. COWBOY JONES 2014 M.T. and SANTA’S GIFT 2017 M.T. Publishing. Her 

poetry is included in the 2016 Indiana Bicentennial Tribute to Poems and Songs. She has two 

upcoming titles: A CLEAN SWEEP, M.T. Publishing, October 2018 and NO TEARS IN BASEBALL, 

M.T. Publishing, June 2019. She is available for school visits, conference presentations and 

readings. Website: https://rhymerev.com/  

 

Lisa Katzenberger is the author of TRICERATOPS WOULD NOT MAKE A GOOD NINJA and 

another forthcoming picture book she would love to tell you about but can't just yet. She is the Social 

Media Coordinator for SCBWI – Illinois, and has delivered her presentation on using twitter, Hello, 

My Tweet, throughout the Illinois Region. A former corporate trainer, Lisa loves to share her 

knowledge in lively, interactive formats. Website: www.lisakatzenberger.com 

 

Deb Pilutti has been pursuing childish endeavors for most of her life. She has designed theme park 

graphics, children’s toys and clothing, and now is writing and illustrating for children. Her newest 

book, THE SECRETS OF NINJA SCHOOL (Holt/Ottaviano) released this spring. Other books she’s 

illustrated or author/illustrated include TEN RULES OF BEING A SUPERHERO, 

(Ottaviano/Macmillan), BEAR AND SQUIRREL ARE FRIENDS, and THE IDEA JAR (Simon & 

Schuster). Deb is the  SCBWI-MI co-illustrator coordinator and lives in Ann Arbor, MI. 

Website: http://debpilutti.com/ 

 

April Pulley Sayre is a photo-illustrator and award-winning author of over 60 books. Her read aloud 

picture books such as Thank You, Earth; Warbler Wave; and Full of Fall are known for their lyricism, 

playfulness, and scientific precision. Raindrops Roll was an ALA Notable and a NCTE Orbis Pictus 

Honor Book. Best in Snow received four starred reviews and was on many 2016 best book lists. Eat 

Like a Bear, Woodpecker Wham, and One Is a Snail, Ten Is a Crab are among her other ALA 

Notables. Vulture View received the Theodor “Seuss” Geisel Honor Award.  Sayre's recent Slowest 

Book Ever has been used as a featured all-school read for middle schools. Sayre has a biology 

degree from Duke University, an MFA in Creative Writing from Vermont College, and travels widely 

to present on writing, preschool education, literacy, and STEM. Website: www.aprilsayre.com.  
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Heather Shumaker has taught book proposal writing courses at the Writers’ Institute (Madison, 

Wisconsin), and written numerous book proposals, including for her upcoming MG novel The Griffins 

of Castle Cary (Simon & Schuster, 2019). She is the author of three nonfiction books for adults, all 

sold by book proposal. Heather is a national speaker in the U.S. and Canada at early childhood 

conferences, and frequently speaks about her books or teaches workshops on writing and publishing 

at libraries, schools, universities, book clubs, writing conferences and other venues. 

Website: www.heathershumaker.com. 

 

Lisa Wheeler is the award-winning author of over 40 children’s books including People Don't Bite 

People, Even Monsters Need to Sleep and the popular Dino-Sports series. Lisa's book, The 

Christmas Boot, was the SCBWI 2017 SCBWI Golden Kite Award winner for Picture Book Text. 

Bubble Gum, Bubble Gum is the 2017 Michigan Reads! One Book, One State Children’s Book 

Program recipient. Her awards include The Michigan Mitten, Texas Bluebonnet, and the Theodore 

Geisel Honor given by the American Library Association. Lisa shares her Michigan home with some 

terrific characters--one husband, one dog, a librarian daughter, and an assortment of 

anthropomorphic characters. Website at: www.lisawheelerbooks.com 

 

Jay Whistler writes young adult novels, is the former regional advisor for SCBWI Switzerland, and 

has presented at other SCBWI regions. She holds an MFA in Writing for Children and Young Adults 

from Vermont College of Fine Arts and an MA in Technical Writing from Bowling Green State 

University. She previously taught writing at the college and university level for over sixteen years. 

She has had articles published in numerous local publications, and also in Publishers Weekly. She 

also provides creative writing editing services. Website is under reconstruction. 
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