
 
 

 
 
 
 

Own Voices, Own Stories Award 
  
We’re thrilled to introduce Sleeping Bear Press’s Own Voices, Own Stories Award, launching in 
2021. The Own Voices, Own Stories Award will be offered annually to a children’s picture book 
manuscript by a BIPOC or LGBTQ author with the intention of recognizing and amplifying new 
and diverse voices with unique perspectives. With this award, we hope to reach a more 
inclusive audience of children. Follow Sleeping Bear Press on social media for updates! 
  
  
Eligibility 
  
The Own Voices, Own Stories Award contest is open to BIPOC and LGBTQ writers. Applicants 
must be United States residents and at least 18 years of age. Only unagented projects and 
authors who have not had a previously traditionally-published children’s book will be 
considered. Manuscripts that have been previously submitted to Sleeping Bear Press and/or the 
Own Voices, Own Stories Award will not be considered. Authors who have self-published 
books will be considered, but the submitted story must be original (i.e. not the self-published 
title). 
  
  
Submissions 
  

1. Submitted stories should speak to BIPOC and/or LGBTQ children—or children of 

LGBTQ families—with a purpose of offering stories they feel represented and 
empowered by. 

2. Submissions should be for ages four through ten and may be fiction, nonfiction, or 
poetry. Text must come in at under 1,300 words (not including backmatter or ancillary 
material).  

3. Only stories with human protagonists will be considered. 



4. Applicants must submit via the Sleeping Bear Press award submission email address 
(OwnVoicesOwnStories@sleepingbearpress.com). Subject line should include title of the 
project, author’s last name, and the year of submission (ex: Sarah’s Own Voice Story, 
Smith, 2020) 

5. Submissions will consist of a cover letter in the body of the email and attached 
manuscript. Cover letter should include author’s contact information (phone, email, 
address) as well as a synopsis of the story and a brief author bio. 

6. Authors may submit up to two manuscripts per award period. Each manuscript must 
come via separate submission email. 

7. Please note that these must be exclusive submissions. Manuscripts cannot be submitted 
to additional publications, publishers, agents, or contests concurrently. 

8. Sleeping Bear Press is not responsible for late, lost, or incorrectly submitted projects. 
  
  
Prizes 
  
Grand Prize winners will receive a $2,000 cash prize, in addition to a publishing contract with 
advance and royalties standard for new Sleeping Bear Press authors. Honor Award winners 
will receive a $500 cash prize as well as one consulting session with a Sleeping Bear Press editor.  
  
Details 
  

1. Manuscripts can be submitted from January 1 through March 31. Manuscripts arriving 
before or after those dates will not be considered. 

2. Winners will be notified by August 1 and announced by September 15. 
3. At least one Honor Award will be offered each year, but a Grand Prize winner will be 

offered at the discretion of the judging committee. All judgements are final.  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 


